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Junior forward Chris Olivier announces his 
decision to leave Eastern.
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Charleston’s Whiteside Gardens contin-
ues to grow, despite struggles. 
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WALK ON THE WHITESIDE
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
Faculty and students reacted to 
the recent approval of the student 
fee increases by the Board of Trust-
ees after the meeting on Friday.
Grant Sterling, chair of Facul-
ty Senate, expressed his disappoint-
ment with the approval of the in-
creased fees.
“On behalf of Faculty Senate, I 
am disappointed that the adminis-
tration made no effort to respond to 
our vote to oppose the fee increase,” 
Sterling said. “Our concern about 
increasing expenditures for athletics 
during a time when substantial cut-
backs are occurring in academics is 
well known.”
The resolution submitted by Fac-
ulty Senate that calls for reforms to 
athletic funding was also publicly 
known, he said.
“To propose a tiny increase in tu-
ition combined with a massive in-
crease in the athletics fee was al-
ready a slap in our face,” Sterling 
said. “I think, at the very least, we 
were owed an explanation.”
Sterling said the senate heard 
a b o u t  t h e  p ro p o s e d  i n c r e a s e 
through other sources other than 
the administration.
“Faculty senate does not often 
publicly oppose a decision of the 
administration. I think that the fact 
that we did so should have caused 
some soul-searching on their part,” 
Sterling said. “I thought that at the 
very least the administration would 
acknowledge our vote and offer 
some reasons to us for not choosing 
this disparity in funding.”
Sterling said no such acknowl-
edgement was made.
“I think that the student and fac-
ulty at EIU have been betrayed by 
the administration,” Sterling said. 
“I feel sorry for the students, sen-
ators and audience members alike, 
who mustered the courage to speak 
against this proposal, but whose 
voices were ignored.”
He also said he feels sorry for the 
faculty members who will lose their 
jobs as a results of the tuition in-
crease, and students who would be 
unable to participate in research, at-
tend conferences, or study under a 
faculty mentor. 
President Bill Perry said after the 
Student Senate met Wednesday he 
took the senators’ concerns under 
consideration and revised the pro-
posed student fee increase.
Eastern reacts after approval of student fee increase
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
Located eight miles south of Charles-
ton in the small village of Lerna is the 
State Historic Site of Thomas and Sarah 
Lincoln’s Log cabin—the home of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln’s parents.  
The 86-acre log cabin, which sits on 
402 S. Highway Road, is on the out-
skirts of Lerna, a village of 283, accord-
ing to the 2013 city data.  
Upon visiting the cabin site, visitors 
are welcomed with the view of a park-
like area with large open spaces, make-
shift wooden fences housing sheep and 
lambs, as well as a walkthrough barn, 
which was built in the 1800s. 
When visitors walk through the barn 
past the sheep, they are awarded with 
the view of the old log cabin, which was 
reconstructed and restored to its origi-
nal 1800s look in 1936 by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps. 
Matthew Mittelstaedt, the site man-
ager of the log cabin, walked around 
the site, telling stories of Lincoln in his 
younger years as well as the history of 
the cabin. 
“While Abraham Lincoln didn’t live 
here on the farm, he was a regular vis-
itor, especially during the 1840s when 
he was travelling on the judicial circuit,” 
Mittelstaedt said. 
Mittelstaedt said the cabin was built 
in two parts. A single large fireplace di-
vides the adjoined middle section of the 
home. 
Mittelstaedt said the fireplace is 
where the home was connected. The 
single fireplace is large enough to have 
two pits, but would heat up the whole 
house and is used for multiple func-
tions. 
“I think the student 
and faculty at 
EIU have been 
betrayed by the 
administration. “
- Grant S terling,  chair  of 
fac ulty senate
STUDENT FEE INCREASE , page 5 
Lincoln Log Cabin continues historic values, traditions
KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Jon Bell, a building service worker for the university, addresses the board of trustees as well as those in atten-
dance at the Board of Trustees meeting Friday to discuss solutions that could enhance Eastern’s environment.
ROBERTO HODGE |THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Artifacts are displayed throughout a small museum containing historical information on President Abraham Lincolon’s life in the 1800s in the Lincoln Log Cabin in Lerna, Ill.
LINCOLN CABIN , page 5 
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The Eastern Jazz Ensemble will 
perform its final concert of the 
school year at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Theater of the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center.
Sam Fagaly, the director of jazz 
studies, will direct the ensemble to 
perform a variety of music. 
 He said the music will range 
from Count Basie classics such as 
“Li’l Darlin’” to the contemporary 
sounds of Sound Garden.
Jamie Ryan, a percussion pro-
fessor, will be a guest in this per-
fo rmance  a long  w i th  Andrew 
Cheetham, a trumpet professor. 
Fagaly said they will be joined 
by many music students who will 
be performing recitals.
“The students have been prac-
ticing through the semester. This 
final performance will show peo-
ple who come see i t  what they 
h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  h a r d  o n 
throughout the semester,” he said.
Fagaly said the jazz ensembles 
have received recognition for ex-
cellent performances across the re-
gion. 
“In recent years Eastern’s jazz 
groups have been recognized for 
their outstanding musicianship at 
many jazz festivals in the Unit-
ed States, such as the Elmhurst, 
Notre  Dame and Nor th  Texas 
University festivals,” he said.  
Dan Crews, the director of pa-
tron services at Doudna, said the 
event can be a way for student at-
tendees to relax before finals.
“This is a great way to end the 
school year, and it is perfect that 
i t  i s  being performed the f inal 
week of classes before finals week,” 
he said. “This will get students to 
take a break from their studying 
and get relaxed with some good 
music.” 
Ti c k e t s  a r e  $ 5  a n d  c a n  b e 
bough t  on l in e  on  th e  Doud-
na website or at the box office in 
Doudna.
Stephanie White can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or sewhite2@eiu.edu.
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge
The members of the Omega Psi 
Phi fraternity will be celebrating their 
Omega week with a range of events 
Monday through Friday.
This year’s theme for the week is 
“300 Quepacolypse,” which is re-
flective of the Spartans in the movie 
“300.” 
One of their first events is “Que 
dog vs. Omega man” and will be 
at 6:11 p.m. Tuesday in the Phipps 
Lecture Hall of the Physical Science 
Building.
It will cover the stereotypes and 
misconceptions surrounding the men 
within the organization. 
Julian Robertson, the vice president 
of Omega Psi Phi, said when it comes 
to the two terminologies of men in 
the fraternity, a “Que dog” is some-
one who is energetic, likes to have fun 
and enjoy life — this notion is usually 
used among the younger members of 
the organization. 
Robertson said some of the ste-
reotypes of the men are that they are 
wild, loose and loud; however, when 
it comes to “Omega men,” they are 
the more refined version of the mem-
bers of the organization. 
“We’re college students and we still 
handle our business — it’s a mix of 
both,” Robertson said. 
The members will host a “Gold-
en Mile Run” at 3 p.m. Wednesday 
at the Panther Trail, which is similar 
to an event they had last year to show 
solidarity for the victims of the Bos-
ton bombing two years ago. 
“Hoptology,” which will teach 
women how to hop like the mem-
bers in the organization, will be at 
6 p.m. Thursday in Room 2120 in 
McAfee. The first half of the event 
will be closed off to the students so 
the women are allowed to practice be-
fore opening the doors to the public. 
Robertson said the week is im-
portant because it shows students on 
campus the positive side of the mem-
bers of the organization, as it is a way 
for them to give back to the commu-
nity. 
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu. 
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
The EIU Jazz Ensemble plays in The Theatre of the Doudna Fine Arts Center Dec. 4, 2014. The ensemble was also accompanied by guest Andrew 
Cheetham on trumpet and Mark O’Conner on saxophone.
Jazz Ensemble to play final performance
Omega Psi Phi fraternity to host ‘Que Week’
"The students have 
been practicing through 
the semester.  This 
final performance will 
show people who come 
see it what they have 
been working hard 
on throughout the 
semester."
- S am Fagly,  the 
direc tor  of  jazz 
studies
3TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2015                                                         THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | CAMPUS 
Check out www.dailyeasternnews.com for all the latest in news
By Derrin Coad
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
As a relatively hidden gem of the area, Charles-
ton’s Whiteside Garden continues to grow despite 
a number of mounting struggles that the garden 
faces.
Wesley Whiteside started Whiteside Garden in 
1960, turning five acres of farmland into the im-
pressive botanical garden that it is today.  
Since Whiteside’s retirement as an Eastern pro-
fessor in the botany department in 1987, the gar-
den has expanded and enticed many visitors to 
view the eclectic collection of plants gathered 
there.
During a tour that took place in the garden 
Monday afternoon, 14 attendees took in a wide 
variety of plants from all over the world. 
The massive collection of plants seemed to 
captivate the group as a diverse sea of purple, 
red, green, pink, white, blue and yellow flowers 
sprouted up from the earth to greet the visitors.
Nancy Coutant, the group’s tour guide, led 
a tour through the winding paths and over the 
wooden bridges of the Whiteside Garden, pick-
ing out plants along the way and providing infor-
mation on many of them.
 “(Whiteside Garden) is a real treasure,” she 
said.  “Its just an amazing, amazing place.”
For an hour and a half, the attendees enjoyed 
the weather and discussed the impressive amount 
of plants that surrounded them.  
Mattoon residents Jack and Jan Little said they 
appreciated the tour, and they were both glad 
to see “the awakening” of the plants during the 
springtime.
“Our friends always told us that tours at (Wh-
iteside Garden) are great and we decided that we 
weren’t going to miss it this time,” Jan Little said.
“It’s really beautiful out here,” Jack Little said. 
“We didn’t know what to expect.”
After visiting several of Whiteside Garden’s 
more popular attractions, such as the rare “Ben 
Franklin Trees,” Coutant took the tour to the 
back of Whiteside’s house, which is in the middle 
of the area.  She showed the group one incident 
the garden recently encountered.  
A massive dawn redwood tree, which she said 
was once at about 40 feet tall, has been reduced 
to splinters by lightning from a storm that hap-
pened a couple of weeks ago. As the tour con-
tinued, the visitors experienced what Coutant de-
scribed as “one of the largest magnolia collections 
in the Midwest,” along with hundreds of varia-
tions of lilies and hundreds of other plants Whi-
teside has planted over the years.  
In dealing with the issue of 87-year-old White-
side’s health declining over the last few years, the 
garden has struggled to maintain and preserve all 
of Whiteside’s work.  
Coutant said several of Whiteside’s unusu-
al methods for treating and growing some of the 
garden’s plants were not properly documented 
and may become lost to its staff and volunteers.  
Coutant is also a recently retired Eastern bio-
logical sciences professor, as well as a former stu-
dent of Whiteside’s, who helped develop her in-
terest in botany.  She said she was a major part of 
a deal between Whiteside and President Bill Perry 
that occurred several years ago stating that in the 
event of Whiteside’s death, the university will in-
herit the garden.
Through generous donations from a couple of 
Whiteside Garden’s biggest admirers, as well as 
smaller donations from area residents, Coutant 
said the garden will continue to grow and she 
hopes the Charleston community will become 
more involved with the garden as well.
As far as documenting all of the Garden’s 
plants, Coutant said that around 500 plants have 
been documented over the last four years, with an 
estimated 1,000 plants in the garden still needing 
to be documented.
The tour consisted entirely of participants 
from the Academy of Lifelong Learning program, 
which offers non-credit learning opportunities 
for adults of all ages.  
Marita Metzke, a coordinator for the program, 
said events like a tour of Whiteside Garden are 
what the academy is all about.
“We look for opportunities to partner with the 
community and to find ways to learn and social-
ize,” she said.  
Metzke, who enjoys gardening in her free 
time, said she also appreciated Whiteside Garden 
as a massive collection of plants native to Illinois 
and other countries all over the world.
“I figured that I could come here and learn 
something,” Metzke said.  “I found a lot of plants 
here that I would like to try in my yard.”
Derrin Coadcan be 
reached at 581-2812 
or dkcoad@eiu.edu.
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge
Eastern is expecting only five more freshmen 
and transfer students in the fall 2015 semester, 
compared to that of fall 2014.
Of the estimated 4,985 students coming in the 
fall, 685 are transfers and 4,300 are freshmen. 
In the past few years, Eastern’s enrollment has 
been on a steady decline; however, that has not 
stopped the institution from continuing its re-
cruitment tactics with new initiatives. 
Rita Pearson, the assistant director of admis-
sions, said one of the programs Eastern is using to 
help with both recruitment and retention is the 
LIFE Center. 
The Literacy in Financial Education Center is 
a way to assist students with choosing a major, 
student loan debt and post graduation, as well as 
understanding the different types of debt. 
“We have support here for our students,” Pear-
son said. 
Pearson said the center could help with many 
life skills also not directly related to education 
like leasing and buying a car and even preparing 
to live alone. 
She said another aspect that has recently begun 
is when the university is in the middle of getting 
a new student, they have current students call the 
prospective ones to chat asking them if they need 
any assistance with the process. 
Currently, Eastern has an estimated 4,985 stu-
dents coming in to the university for the fall se-
mester, according to data from Tom Glenn, the 
associate director of admissions. 
Pearson said Eastern is starting to bounce back 
and she is hopeful for the enrollment to go up, 
but enrollment is also affecting other universities 
and college campuses statewide.
“Enrollment is down at those institutions too,” 
Pearson said. “There’s less students in the (selec-
tion) pool.” 
Pearson said because of the way the econom-
ics are in the state, fewer students are going to 
college. She said high schools are graduating few-
er students and not allowing for a larger selection 
of community colleges, which leads to fewer stu-
dents transferring into the larger institutions. 
Another issue facing colleges are articles relat-
ing to the success students can have without go-
ing to college. Under some instances, Pearson dis-
agrees with the idea. She said the perception that 
students can do well today without a college edu-
cation is in the minority. 
“Most high-paying jobs still require some sort 
of training and degree,” Pearson said. 
Pearson said once a student reaches adulthood, 
they sometimes realize they should have gotten a 
college degree and attempt to re-enter the educa-
tional cycle. 
“Students who get higher degrees make more 
money — that’s a fact,” Pearson said. 
When it comes to transfer students, the pro-
cess for them is essentially eight-steps, Pearson 
said. The process begins once a student registers 
for classes and goes through transfer orientation, 
meets advisers and submits their final transcripts 
from community college. 
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
STEPHANIE WHITE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Nancy Coutant, a retired Eastern biology professor, leads a tour Monday at the Whiteside Gardens in Charleston.
Local Whiteside Garden blossoms despite difficulties
Freshmen, transfer enrollment up by 5 in fall 2015
Another year has passed with students 
dispers ing from the Library Quad,  wet 
and covered in color.  Large amounts of 
students, again, came together in celebra-
tion of Holi, the festival of colors. 
Each year since 2013, Study Abroad has 
hosted Holi,  a Hindu religious holiday, 
giving the chance for students to under-
stand and get a taste of Eastern culture in 
a manner not normally seen. 
Un l i k e  m a n y  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  h o s t e d 
throughout Asian Heritage Month, this 
t a s t e  o f  a  common ce l eb ra t ion  loca t -
ed most ly  in Asia  has  the abi l i ty  to be 
a fun event with a lot of appeal, proven 
with the amount of people in attendance, 
while also serving educational value open-
ing up students to other culture. 
Holi, and events similar to it, should be 
more encouraged and supported on East-
ern’s campus. 
There is a clear demand from students 
to  cont inue and fur ther  suppor t  Hol i . 
Over  200 people  a t t ended the  2-hour 
event .  Because  of  the  la rge  amount  of 
people who attended, the supply of  color 
powder went empty soon after the event 
s tar ted.  Within 30 minutes ,  a l l  o f  the 
powder was gone, leaving late attendees 
out of luck to join. 
Students clearly want to join in the fes-
tivities. While the celebration did not end 
after the powder was gone, interest in it 
dwindled soon after. 
Eastern, the Office of Study Abroad, or 
any potential advertisers, should jump at 
the chance to further fund this celebra-
tion. 
Interest  in the event is  high,  consid-
ering the amount of people who attend-
ed. Eastern should be heavily supporting 
events like these, not just because of the 
popularity, but also to present a diverse 
campus, which we should strive to be. 
Prospective students should come here, 
see  events  l ike  Hol i ,  and be exci ted to 
join a diverse group of people as they fur-
ther their education.
Holi  serves  many purposes .  Students 
are learning about another culture,  en-
couraged by those international students 
who have attended the Holi in their home 
countr ies .  As  they ce lebrate  here ,  they 
t each  other s  what  the  meaning  o f  the 
event. 
It has the ability of attracting prospec-
t ive  s tudents  just  as  events  l ike Spring 
Concert do. It will show that, at Eastern, 
classes are not the only activities that take 
place on campus.  It  might even attract 
those from other countries, ensuring that 
while they will be away from home, they 
will be accepted in Eastern’s eyes.
Holi, should be looked at as an oppor-
tunity to provide fun entertainment for 
students here that can also serve as a plat-
form to promote Eastern and its diversity. 
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Try being a rainbow in 
someone’s cloud.
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I do not want to 
leave Charleston
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
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Initially, while sifting through a fast-
paced and intensely-written dystopi-
an novel, the new-world conceit might 
allow us, the readers, to feel distanced 
from the fictionalized society—so far 
removed that when we decide to shut the 
book and safely tuck it away back onto 
a bookshelf, we do not bother to think 
twice about it. 
Once the book is shut, we swell with 
a sense of incredible relief as we gaze at 
our surroundings. 
We like to believe we live with sta-
bility, justice, and compassion—that we 
reward the humble and punish the cruel. 
Once that book is shut, we become 
grounded, and the only reminder we 
have of the novel is its naked spine, pok-
ing out among the row of books on the 
shelf. 
We glance back at the book and think 
to ourselves, “We are not like them, and 
we won’t ever let it get that bad.” 
Nevertheless, it would not be fair 
to assume that these novels are written 
purely for our entertainment—for heart-
pumping fun and for movie adaptations 
to be released. Novels such as The Hun-
ger Games saga or the Divergent series 
possess one goal, and it is not to terri-
fy for the thrill or to instill fear solely to 
prevent a massive war. 
I feel that most popular dystopian 
novels prove to us that our society is not 
as far removed from dystopian principles 
as we think. 
They reveal flaws about our very own 
society that are detrimental to its future 
and to point out that we are just a few 
paces behind from adopting nightmar-
ish, dystopian policy. 
The authors readers of all ages to find 
connections between their own adversi-
ties and the way their upbringing influ-
ences the way they choose to analyze and 
accept the world around them, and then 
compare themselves to the characters 
pressed by the same questions but in this 
deeply disturbing and dark universe of a 
new kind of bildungsroman. 
Marge Clemente is a senior English major and 
she can be reached at denopinions@gmail.com.
Dystopian novels speak volumes to us all
STAFF EDITORIAL
If everyone is moving forward together, 
then success takes care of itself.
- Henry David Thoreau
Just within reach
I have many friends who are graduat-
ing at the end of this semester who keep 
telling me they cannot wait to get out of 
this place. 
I get it because they are going on 
their “grown-up” journey and are excit-
ed about it. There are also people I know 
who just cannot wait until the summer 
to get out of Charleston.
I feel the same way when it comes 
to classes and school stuff; I am men-
tally done with it all.  When it comes 
to Charleston though, I kind of wish I 
could stay.
It is not the fact that I do not want 
to see family and friends back home; 
they are the reason why I am going back 
home. It is just when I go home to Chi-
cago I feel more stressed.
I do like living in a big city. It is nice 
and always alive, but there are some neg-
atives to it as well. 
The fact that I cannot relax when I 
am home is a big thing. I work a lot 
when I am home so that takes a lot out 
of me, but I do it for the money so I can 
buy pretty things, or most likely video 
games.
The city is always up and about, so 
now I feel like I should be up with them. 
I do not feel on edge; I just know there 
is so much going on, and I am at that 
age where I want to do things. 
I also want to stay inside at the same 
time so my body will stay up until my 
mind tells it the final decision, which 
usually is not until three in the morning.
I think living in a small town has 
spoiled me in a way. Not only is the 
merchandise cheaper but also when I am 
here I feel like I can go relax in a park 
and unplug my mind if need. I feel like I 
do not have to stress about life as much.  
Charleston is like a town that is fro-
zen in time, which makes me feel like 
time isn’t passing by—in a good way. 
I can take my time, take a huge breath 
and finally just think about whatev-
er. I do not feel rushed, which is unlike 
home.
Now I know I cannot feel that way for 
a long time—that I have to grow up and 
participate in adulthood things. 
However, for now this town is perfect 
for me.  It is just the place I need to be 
before I am busy in life and have to wor-
ry about so much.  But it is for this rea-
son why I do not want to leave.
But I know I will some day, so I want 
to make the most of it until then.
Stephanie White is a junior journalism 
major and can be reached at 581-2812 or at 
sewhite2@eiu.edu.
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“By practice and tradition, we con-
sult with EIU’s Student Senate on fee in-
creases. Although we are not bound by 
Student Senate action, we do consid-
er it with care and thought,” Perry said. 
“With respect to this year’s proposed fee 
increases, the Student Senate considered 
a resolution on student fee increases for 
the next academic year.”
Perry also said during the Student 
Senate meeting he interpreted one of the 
actions made by the senators as a reason 
to support reducing the athletic fee and 
placing the funds elsewhere.
“After (a) lengthy and thoughtful 
discussion, the overall resolution was 
brought to a vote. The vote was 5 in fa-
vor and 11 against,” Perry said. “There 
was support both for and against the res-
olution on fee increases.”
Perry said he submitted a final reso-
lution after the Student Senate did not 
send an alternate one.
“No further action was taken, and 
the Student Senate did not bring for-
ward any alternate resolution,” Perry 
said. “With no alternate recommenda-
tion coming forward, I reviewed the dis-
cussions to further inform my final rec-
ommendation to the Board of Trustees.”
Perry said after he made the revisions 
to the proposal, he informed both Stu-
dent Body President Reggie Thedford 
and Executive Vice President Catie Witt 
of the changes he was going to present to 
the board.
“If it wasn’t revised, I would have vot-
ed no because that is what Student Sen-
ate voted on,” Witt said. 
Witt said after meeting with Perry 
and Dan Nadler, and negotiating allo-
cating the dollar from the athletic fee to 
both student activity fee and campus im-
provement was the right choice.
“I doubt if they will be comforted 
by the thought that the money to fund 
those things will be spent in the football 
team,” Sterling said. “I fervently hope 
that this issue will be discussed again in 
the fall, and that President Glassman will 
take concrete steps to address the con-
cerns that have been expressed.”
Luis Martinez can be reached at 
581-2812 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu
“Really, it’s two complete sepa-
rate cabins,” He said. 
Mit te l s t aedt  s a id  one  room 
would be used for many func-
tions so not only was the kitchen 
the eating area, but a place for the 
family to enjoy each other’s com-
pany.  
He said when Lincoln’s father 
Thomas died, he purchased 40 of 
the 120-acre land; the other 80 
acres were given back to his step-
brother, John Hall. 
Mittelstaedt said Hall wanted 
to move out to the Ozarks instead 
of owning and taking care of the 
farm, which caused the two broth-
ers to have some conflict.  
Like any family, the Lincolns 
were no strangers to family drama, 
as he received several letters from 
home about who had the money to 
take care of his step-mother, which 
some family members claimed to 
some doing more or less of the 
caretaking. 
“Here, he’s trying to hold the 
nation together and he’s having to 
mediate family issues too,” Mittel-
staedt said. 
While Hall owned the farm, he 
increased the value of the farm by 
$1,900, as well as the value of the 
livestock, and animals slaughtered 
increased the total value of the 
farm to $4,020. 
Mittlestaedt said the site sees 
most of its visitors in the summer 
for its living history project, which 
is when actors dress in attire of the 
1800s and portray the past life-
style. 
“ They  a re  s t epping  back  in 
t ime and they wi l l  te l l  s tor ies 
about Abraham Lincoln as a boy, 
but then also his law practice out 
here,” Mittelstaedt said. 
Last year, the Log Cabin saw 
about 85,000 visitors, and it is one 
of the top 10 historic sites in the 
state. Like many other state histor-
ic sites, visitors can come and go at 
no charge; all that is asked for is a 
donation, which is unique to Illi-
nois, Mittelstaedt said.
In recognition of the 150th an-
niversary of Lincoln’s assassination, 
the Log Cabin put on the play 
“Our American Cousin,” which is 
what Lincoln was watching mo-
ments before his death. Those who 
watched the play will got to see the 
show up to Lincoln’s death follow-
ing through with the aftermath in 
the theater on the Log Cabin’s vis-
itor building. 
Roberto Hodge can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or rlhodge@eiu.edu 
By Chris Widdel
Staff Reporter| @DEN_News
Eastern’s University Board is 
choosing quality over quantity on 
the events it will be scheduling for 
the next school year. 
The members of UB have been 
evaluating the budget, and with the 
lack of money they have going into 
the next year, they have to start cut-
ting back on university events. 
The UB has already cut back on 
events coming up at the end of this 
school year, including Pantherstock. 
Pantherstock is an event similar to 
the “Up All Nite” event earlier in the 
year. From this cutting, it saved the 
UB thousands of dollars at the end 
of the fiscal year. 
Melanie Kaderabek, the vice-
Chair of UB, said student enroll-
ment dictates the UB’s funding.
“University Board is directly fund-
ed by student fees, so the amount we 
can spend is directly proportional to 
student enrollment,” she said.
Kaderabek said with the recent 
school events, the UB has wanted 
to focus on quality. The cuts to the 
UB’s budget were made to use the 
money it does have for next year’s 
events.  
With the budget cuts, students 
will not be able to see movies as 
much next year. Movies on campus 
that currently show every Friday in 
Buzzard Hall Auditorium will de-
crease.  
“The amount of movies we typi-
cally show per year (will be cut) in 
half,” Kaderabek said. 
Earlier in the year, the Apportion-
ment Board approved the UB’s bud-
get cuts of around $33,000, with 
$10,000 coming from the movie 
showings.  
The UB has more than 100 events 
throughout the year, but Kaderabek 
said she did not know the number 
for  the upcoming year. 
The current student fees are $2.77 
for student activities, and the fees for 
next academic year will be $3.75 per 
student, a 98 cent increase. 
The almost-dollar increase for the 
student activity fee will partially go 
to the UB to help them with the 
budget issues. 
The Board of Trustees approved 
the fee increase Friday.
Tylen Elliot, chair of the univer-
sity board, was unavailable for com-
ment. 
Chris Widdel 
can be reached at 581-2812 
or ccwiddel@eiu.edu
» STUDENT FEE INCREASE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
CHYNNA MILLER| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Students snapchat videos of Mac Miller during Saturday’s Spring Concert in Lantz Arena. Recent cuts made to UB’s budget will affect the number and 
price limit of future events. UB spent about $63,000 to bring Mac Miller to Saturday’s concert. 
Recent budget cuts affect future UB events 
» LINCOLN CABIN
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CLASSIFIEDS
RECYCLE- Community Thrift Store 
will accept any gently used items, 
will pick up lighter items. 
Visit us at 655 Castle Drive or call at 
348-8362
___________________________5/4
Nice 1 BR off-campus apt available 
Aug. 1.  Quiet neighborhood, good 
parking, pet-friendly.  
Call Todd, 217-840-6427
__________________________ 4-28
WOW!  SAVE $1700 off your lease 
year!!!  
BrooklynHeightsEIU.com 
MelroseOnFourth.com.  
Furnished, washer & dryer, balcony, 
walk-in closets, free tanning, 24-hr fit-
ness rooms.  Roommate matching 
available.  
217-345-5515.  ACT FAST! 
Leasing@melroseonfourth.com
__________________________4/30
South Campus Suites 2 bedroom 1 
bath townhouses available for Fall 
2015.  Fully furnished, all-inclusive 
price $475!  Call us today for your 
apartment showing.  
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT (7368). 
unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
Very spacious 5 bedroom house 
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for 
15-16!  Great location, all-inclusive 
pricing, W/D.  
Stay Unique 217-345-RENT (7368) 
www.unique-properties.net 
__________________________4/30
Properties available on 7th St.  5 or 6 
BR houses.  Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts. 
Most utilities paid on apts.  
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________4/30
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 
Over 20 years experience. 
345-4489. 
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016, VERY NICE 1, 2 & 3 
BEDROOM HOUSES AND APART-
MENTS 1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM 
CAMPUS. 
CALL 217-493-7559. 
MYEIUHOME.COM
__________________________4/30
3 BR APTS, 820 Lincoln Ave. 1 block 
from EIU, all kitchen appliances, 
water & trash pd. 
217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________4/30
FOR 2015-2016 VERY NICE 2 + 3 BED-
ROOM / 2 BATH APARTMENTS.  REFIN-
ISHED BALCONIES, CODED ENTRY 
INTO BUILDING, CABLE AND INTER-
NET INCLUDED IN RENT!  RIGHT BE-
HIND MCHUGH’S, LESS THAN A 
BLOCK FROM CAMPUS!  
217-493-7559.  
myeiuhome.com
__________________________4/30
BOWERS RENTALS - 2,3,4 BR 
Homes available for Fall.  Rates start-
ing at $275/mo.  1521 1st St; 1530 1st 
St; 1015 Grant; 1619 10th; 1526 1st.  
Call or text 217-345-4001. 
eiuliving.com
___________________________5/1
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - NEXT TO 
BUZZARD/DOUDNA - 2 & 3 BR, 1812 
9th St. 
sammyrentals.com 
217-549-4011 
217-348-0673 
CALL OR TEXT.
___________________________5/4
Beautiful 1 BR penthouse apt.  Huge 
bedroom, central air, full fitness cen-
ter, walk-in closets.  Too much to list! 
Best prices in town!  
815-600-3129.  
Leave message
___________________________5/4
FOR SUMMER OR FALL: 1, 2, & 3 BR 
APTS. as low as $285/person. All ap-
pliances, some with dishwasher, W/D, 
or garage. Trash pd., some with water 
pd. As close as 3 blocks to EIU.
Carlyle Apartments 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE FALL 2015: House for rent, 
1025 4th St. 5 BR 2 BA, 2 half-BA, close 
to campus, W/D, fridge, stove, large 
deck. 
618-670-4442.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE NOW: Deluxe 1 BR apt., 
117 W. Polk. Stove, fridge, micro-
wave, dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd. 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/4
FOR 2015: 1, 2, & 3 BR APTS. 
Carlyle Apartments 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/4
STORAGE UNITS  - 4x12 to10x30 - 
348-7746
___________________________5/4
3 BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR, $185 PER 
STUDENT FOR A 10 MONTH LEASE. 
CALL 345-3664.
___________________________5/4
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 
Studio 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apart-
ments. Great locations. 
PPWRentals.com 
217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
PPWRentals.com 
217-348-8249
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 5 bedroom and 3 bedroom, 
recently remodeled, free 50” LCD TV 
included, one month free rent. 
217-549-1628
___________________________5/4
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMICAL! 
Apt. with 1 bedroom loft. Furnished 
for a couple or single. $385 for 1 or 
$435 for 2. 1/2 duplex- 1 block N. of 
O’Brien Field for school year 2015-
2016. 
Call Jan 345-8350.
___________________________5/4
Available Summer and Fall 2015. 1, 2 
and 3 apartments, water and trash in-
cluded. Plenty of parking. Buchanan 
Street Apartments. 
217-345-1266
___________________________5/4
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK. 
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block 
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Real-
tor. 345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 1 bedroom apartments, all 
inclusive near Buzzard. 
RCRRentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
Fall 2015- 3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex 
east of campus. 
RCRRentals.com or 217-345-5832
___________________________5/4
3, 4, & 6 bedroom houses near cam-
pus, $275 per bedroom, includes all 
appliances and water/trash service. 
217-273-1395
___________________________5/4
1109 4th St. 4 BR House, W/D and gar-
bage included. $250/person. 
232-4312
___________________________5/4
4 bedroom 2 1/2 bath house
North of Greek court,
 free cable/internet, 
Fully furnished 
$300 a month
$100 sign on bonus
(217)345-3353
___________________________5/4
Fall: 2015 - Affordable-Large, Beau-
tiful and Spacious 1 and 2 BR Unfur-
nished Apts. On the Square over Z’s 
Music. Trash and Water Included-
Low Utilities-All New Appliances-
Laundry On-Site-Apply 345-2616
___________________________5/4
4 BR 2 bath home.  3-4 tenants. 
$250 each.  307 Polk Ave.  Close to 
campus.  Concrete drive, huge pa-
tio, and front porch.  Very well 
maintained!  High efficiency fur-
nace, C/A, washer/dryer.  
Contact Pam at 549-5402.  Pictures 
on Craigslist under address. 
___________________________5/4
2 bedroom furnished apartments. 
Quiet, near campus, all utilities and in-
ternet included.  No pets.  549-2615
___________________________5/4
Delivery position wanted part time, ap-
ply in person after 4 PM, must be avail-
able over summer break. Pagliai’s Piz-
za, 1600 Lincoln, Charleston.
__________________________4/29 
Millennium Apartments, $350 per 
month plus utilities. Available now un-
til July. 
217-519-2769
___________________________5/4
‘Layden’ down the tunes 
C ASSIE BUCHMAN|DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Tim Layden and Cara Chowning perform the song “Adagio and Allegro, Op.70” in Doudna Fine Arts Center’s recital hall 
Monday night. Layden was performing for his senior recital.
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By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern baseball  team is 
set to host the St. Louis Billikens 
in a mid-week contest at Coaches 
Stadium Tuesday.
The Panthers are coming off a 
series win against Eastern Ken-
tucky in which they won game 
one 9-4 and game three 13-4. 
Senior pitcher Andrew Grahn 
is making his third-straight mid-
week start and his fifth this sea-
son.
Grahn has a 1-1 record and has 
worked f ive innings in each of 
his last two starts against Bene-
dictine and No. 8 Illinois. This 
is Grahn’s 24th start of his career 
and needs 1 1/3 innings to reach 
100 innings or her career. 
Eastern senior third baseman 
Brant Valach has been impressed 
with the way Grahn has throwing 
the ball as of late. 
“Andrew is a great example of 
how if you attack the strike zone, 
stay ahead in counts, and not get 
too fine with your pitches, even 
the best  hi t ters  wi l l  get  them-
selves out,” he said. “He’s doing 
great lately, and that’s huge for 
us.”
Grahn will get the tough task 
of facing a Bill iken lineup that 
has  seven p layer s  h i t t ing  over 
.300. 
Billiken junior outfielder Mi-
chael Bozarth is the one player 
on St. Louis who is hitting .400. 
Bozarth has one home run on the 
season with 20 runs batted in. 
He has 42 hits in 105 at-bats 
and has 33 runs scored. Bozarth 
has a 16-game hitting streak. 
Bozarth also leads the Bill ik-
ens with 14 steals. He now has 43 
steals in his career. 
Junior  ca tcher  Jake  Henson 
leads the team in homeruns with 
eight. He also has 42 RBIs on the 
season with 60 hits in 166 at-bats 
this season. 
Henson has also recorded 12 
doubles and two triples.  He has 
18 multi-hit  games this  season 
and multiple RBIs in 12 games. 
The Billikens are starting ju-
nior pitcher Josh Moore. He is 
4-2 on the season with a  3.45 
earned run average.  Moore has 
struck out 51 batters on the sea-
son and has walked 18.
The Panthers have been play-
ing good baseball as of late. 
S ince  Ea s t e rn  ended  i t s  23 
game losing streak, the Panthers 
have a record of 9-6 on the sea-
son. 
E a s t e r n  h a d  a  s t r e t c h  t w o 
week s  ago  whe re  i t  won  four 
straight games, which included 
two wins against conference rival 
Belmont. 
Eastern coach Jimmy Schmitz 
said the biggest change is that he 
has been able to stick with a line-
up throughout the last three or so 
weeks. 
“We bounced around a lot ear-
ly on,” he said. “Why we had Ca-
leb at first base, I don’t know. I 
think we tried to do too much 
and move things around. Fresh-
men are now more comfortable. I 
think (Joe) Duncan in the leadoff 
spot has everything to do with it. 
Wenthe is doing well. Henneman 
is doing well and then Fisher is 
doing well.” 
Andy Fisher threw seven com-
plete innings Sunday in the sec-
o n d  g a m e  o f  a  d o u b l e h e a d e r 
against Eastern Kentucky.
The Panthers and Billikens will 
get underway at 3 p.m. Tuesday 
at Coaches Stadium. 
Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu. 
Panthers host Billikens in mid-week 
MICHELLE FALDA| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior infielder Brant Valach attempts to hit the ball during the Eastern 
Men’s Baseball game against Southeast Missouri on April 12 in Coaches 
Stadium.
By Sean Hastings
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
In the first two games against 
Southeast Missouri, the Eastern 
softball team combined for only 10 
hits in the two losses. 
Sunday, the Panthers came out 
and got 13 hits in the 7-4 win in 
the final game of the series. 
Freshman Tori Johnson led the 
Panthers offense over the weekend 
going 4-9 in the three games. 
Seniors Hannah Cole and Bai-
ley O’Dell both struggled in the 
first two games, but showed why 
they have the top batting averages 
on the team along with top two in 
runs batted in. 
Cole  and O’Del l  both went 
2-for-4 in the third game and 
drove in a combined five runs. 
O’Dell had three runs batted in 
and Cole drove in two. 
Cole has the highest batting av-
erage on the team at .363 with 24 
RBI’s. O’Dell is right behind her 
with a .361 average but she leads 
the team with 37 RBI’s. 
Nine different players contribut-
ed to the Panthers’ 13 hits in the 
third game of the series. Four play-
ers also drove in at least one run. 
Even though the Panthers put 
out 13 hits and scored seven runs, 
all of the runs took place late in 
the game. 
The Panthers scored all seven 
runs from the fifth inning to the 
seventh. 
The Panthers were losing 1-0 
since the second inning, but the 
Panthers never looked back once 
freshman Andrea Roberts got the 
scoring started with her bunt in 
the fifth inning. 
They would tack on two more 
runs in the fifth, three runs in the 
sixth and one more insurance run 
in the seventh.
Sophomore Hannah Rachor was 
the other Panther to contribute to 
the scoring with Roberts, O’Dell 
and Cole. 
The Panthers scored 11 runs 
combined in the two games as they 
were shut out in the first game. 
But of those 11 runs, eight dif-
ferent Panthers drove in at least 
one baserunner. 
Contributing to the Panthers 
four runs scored in a 9-4 loss were, 
juniors April Markowski and Katie 
Watson, and sophomores Ashlynne 
Paul and Amber Toenyes. 
For the Panthers’ bats to come 
up the way they did late in the 
game was huge for them as a loss 
would have made a  Ohio Val-
ley Conference tournament berth 
much more difficult due to how 
close the race is. 
Every win always matters, but 
when it is as close at it is in the 
OVC standings the little things 
matter much more. 
The Panthers late bats in game 
three saved them this weekend and 
they will have to make sure those 
bats come alive this coming week-
end when they take on top seed 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville in 
their final three games of the sea-
son. 
It is also the final home game 
the Panthers will play in the 2015 
season. 
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or smhastings@eiu.edu
Offensive improvements earn Panthers a win 
JORDAN GAY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Hannah Rachor, a sophomore pitcher, attempts a hit in the Panthers match-up against Jacksonville State Sun. April 5 on Williams Field.
“I think we tried to 
do too much and 
move things around. 
Freshmen are now 
more comfortable.”
Jimmy S chmitz,  Eastern 
baseball  coach
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: @EIU_Baseball Outfielder Demetre Taylor has been named OVC Player of the Week. 
By Blake Nash 
Staff Reporter | @Banash5
Sunday marked the last day of the 
season for the Eastern men’s golf team, 
as the Panthers finished in last place at 
the 11-team Ohio Valley Conference 
tournament. Sophomore Marcus Dah-
lin led the Panthers as he finished the 
tournament with 225 strokes. 
Dahlin finished the first day of the 
tournament Friday with 74 strokes and 
tallied 75 and 76 strokes, Saturday and 
Sunday respectively. He tied for 31st 
place overall and finished the tourna-
ment hitting nine-over-par.
Dahlin’s best par performances came 
last fall, when he was able to hit seven-
over-par twice during the season at Chi-
cago State and Austin Peay. At Chica-
go State, Dahlin tallied 151 strokes and 
finished tied for 13th place for the Pan-
thers. Almost a month later, he tied for 
46th place at Austin Peay, by tallying 
223 strokes and hitting seven-over-par.
He averaged 76.92 strokes per round 
this season and finished the season with 
a five-over-par average.  
At the OVC tournament, the Pan-
thers finished with a combined 921 
strokes, 11 behind 10th place Tennessee 
State. Eastern Kentucky won the tour-
nament by tallying 868 strokes for the 
entire tournament. Eastern finished the 
last two tournaments of the season in 
last place but did pick up a fourth place 
finish early in the fall season.
That finish came at Chicago State, 
where the Panthers placed fourth out of 
seven teams on a par-72 course. Eastern 
was led by sophomore Ryan Hughes, 
who finished tied for 10th place and tal-
lied 149 strokes and finished hitting five-
over-par. That remains Eastern’s only top 
10 finish in individual competition this 
season.
Hughes averaged 83.91 strokes per 
round this season and averaged 12-over-
par per tournament.  
Hughes’ brother, sophomore Dan-
iel Hughes competed in all nine of the 
Panthers tournaments in both the fall 
and spring seasons. His best finish also 
came at Chicago State, as he totaled 150 
strokes finished tied for 11th place, not 
far behind his twin brother.
Hughes averaged 78.92 strokes per 
round this season and had an average of 
seven-over-par per tournament.
Senior Oscar Borda led the Panthers 
in averaged strokes per game, as he fin-
ished with 76.68 strokes per hole, and 
had an average of four-over-par per tour-
nament. Last fall, he finished tied for 
14th place at DePaul after hitting 229 
strokes at the three-day tournament. 
Borda competed in every tournament 
in this his final collegiate season. He is 
one of three seniors that the Panthers 
will lose, including Brady Welsh and 
James Jansen. 
Both Jansen and Welsh ended their 
collegiate careers, averaging 77.81 and 
79.22 strokes per rounds, respective-
ly. Jansen hit five-over-par per tourna-
ment, while Welsh hit eight-over-par 
this season. All three seniors competed at 
the OVC tournament, their last one as 
Panthers.
Blake Nash can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or banash@eiu.edu
Men’s golf 
season 
ends at 
OVC 
tourney
By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s and women’s track 
and field teams are coming off two suc-
cessful meets at Drake Relays and the 
Indiana State Midweek.
Eastern coach Tom Akers was overall 
satisfied with the groups of athletes that 
he took with to compete at the Drake 
Relays.
“I thought that overall all the peo-
ple we took there competed very well,” 
he said. “There are a few areas where we 
didn’t come out with season bests, but 
all in all I thought it was a really good 
meet for all of those that we took.”
Something Akers wants to work on 
is the handoffs by the 4x100-meter re-
lay team that had a top three finish last 
Saturday.
“Our 4x1, I think had an opportuni-
ty to be up there and possibly win that 
4x1 but our handoffs were atrocious in 
finals, absolutely the worst probably set 
of exchanges we’ve had almost all year,” 
he said. “I think that’s a learning expe-
rience for that crew that they have to 
learn when they get in and run with 
some of the top teams.”
The 4x100-meter relay team includ-
ed sophomore Jamal Robinson and ju-
niors Calvin Edwards, Norvel Moham-
med and Christian Ilunga-Matthiesen 
had a time of 40.45 seconds last week-
end. 
“That 4x1 I think has a really legiti-
mate shot at going to the NCAA cham-
pionships at the end of the year, but 
we’ve got to be able to focus when run-
ning with the big dogs,” he said.
The relay teams have been changing 
up all year, and they will continue to be 
changed this weekend due to a family 
commitment for Robinson.
“There will be a different 4x1 this 
weekend,” he said. “We’ve had a differ-
ent foursome run almost every week-
end and we’re trying another lineup this 
weekend. (sophomore) Jonathon Boey 
will be leading off that group in this 
point in time.”
The nine individuals and six relay 
team competitors are considered to be 
locks for the conference meet roster for 
Akers to this point.
“I would say yes, obviously they are 
our top competitors in their areas right 
now, but there are a number of things,” 
he said. “Academics can take it away 
from them, injuries, illness can take it 
away so yeah we want that crew healthy 
along with some of the people we left 
at home going to our conference meet, 
but in athletics there are no guarantees.”
The athletes that competed at the 
Indiana Mid-week last Wednesday 
broke many personal records.  Junior 
Annemarie Reid ranks third in Eastern 
school history in the pole-vault now af-
ter her height of 12’9.50”. In other field 
events, sophomore Bryn Buckwalter 
also is now third all-time in the wom-
en’s shot put with her throw of 47’3”.
Freshman Michael Brown ran a per-
sonal record while winning the 800-me-
ter run by five seconds. Junior Kris-
ten Paris had seasonal best and her sec-
ond best performance in the 800-me-
ter run and freshman Whitney Manin-
fior took 46 seconds off of her person-
al best in the 10,000 meter run. Paris 
and Maninfior both competed at Drake 
Relays.
Sophomore Ashley Fouch is some-
body that Akers was happiest with that 
competed at the Indiana State Mid-
week. 
“Ashley Fouch ran a season best in 
the 400 over there looked really good, 
ran in really windy conditions and it 
was really good to see Ashley get back 
to running with some confidence and 
back to where she belongs,” he said. 
“I was probably the happiest with her 
performance over there.”
Both teams will be in action this 
Saturday at the Indiana Billy Hayes 
meet. 
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu
By Jehad Abbed
Assistant Sports Editor | @Jehada
Junior forward Chris Olivier an-
nounced his decision to leave East-
ern with intent to transfer Monday af-
ter leading the Panthers to one of their 
most successful seasons.
Olivier is set to graduate at the end 
of this semester with an undergradu-
ate degree and one full year of eligibil-
ity left in his collegiate athletic career. 
NCAA rules now allow 5th-year seniors 
to transfer schools and be immediately 
eligible to compete at their new school.
Olivier said he and Eastern coach Jay 
Spoonhour discussed the possibility of 
leaving Eastern as early as the beginning 
of the school year. He said Spoonhour 
helped him out and was very supportive 
through the entire process, knowing he 
was going to graduate this year.
“I was in his office. He just sat me 
down,” Olivier said. “He was like ‘I’ll 
help you like you’re my son.”
Olivier said he feels this is an oppor-
tunity to better his resume and increase 
his earning abilities if he ends up play-
ing basketball professionally after next 
year. 
He said he is visiting Iowa State Uni-
versity sometime between this week and 
the end of finals week. He said he has 
been in touch with the University of 
Minnesota along with Fresno State, Ole 
Miss, Southern Mississippi and Miami 
of Ohio.
Spoonhour said Olivier earned the 
opportunity to explore his options in 
throughout his playing career by work-
ing to complete his degree as scheduled. 
Olivier averaged 13 points and 5.3 
rebounds this season helping the Pan-
thers to an 18-15 record accompanied 
by their first postseason win in Eastern 
basketball’s division-1 history. 
Spoonhour said transferring out will 
open up a great opportunity for Olivier 
in his potential professional career.
“Our team will miss his production, 
but I truly think this is a smart move 
for him,” Spoonhour said. “He’s been 
very good for us and I hope this move 
allows him to get one step closer to his 
goals.”
Olivier said he is looking to for a 
program where he will be able to play 
right away as well as be a focal point in 
the team’s system. He said he is hoping 
to find a school in a good conference 
with a solid schedule.
“I want to be able to prove myself 
against bigger competition,” he said.
Olivier finished his second season at 
Eastern after transferring from the Uni-
versity of Northern Iowa. He said he 
was able to learn a lot playing for East-
ern, especially from Spoonhour. 
“He gave me the chance to play my 
game,” Olivier said. “I had a real good 
year. Had some good numbers. Had 
some good games against good compe-
tition. I’m just thankful for him.”
Olivier said his teammates were 
aware of the possibility of his transfer-
ring if he had a good season, but said 
it was not something that was discussed 
much throughout the year. 
He said he is looking forward to 
watching Eastern’s freshman guard Cor-
nell Johnston, Ohio Valley Conference 
Freshman of the Year. Olivier said he is 
excited to see Johnston mature through-
out his career as well as the rest of the 
Panthers.
“I’m going to keep track of these 
guys,” he said. “It’s going to be a lifelong 
relationship.”
Jehad Abbed can be reached at 
581-2812 or Jaabbed@eiu.edu
Olivier announces his departure
Track, field teams succeed at Drake Relays
“There are a few areas 
where we didn’t come 
out with the season 
bests, but all in all I 
thought it was a really 
good meet for all of 
those that we took.”
Tom Akers,  Eastern track 
coach
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Junior forward Chris Olivier plans to leave Eastern with intent to transfer after graduating this Spring. He was the Panther’s second leading score with 13 
points and 5.3 rebounds per game.
